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March 20, 2003
CORRECTION: A March 29 Leader’s Hydrogen Forum referred to in an earlier version of
this release has been canceled, so please use this corrected version. The April 2 public
hydrogen forum will continue as planned.
Contact: R. Paul Williamson, dean, UM College of Technology, (406) 243-7851,
williamsonrp@mso.umt.edu.
COT TO HOST PUBLIC HYDROGEN ENERGY FORUM
MISSOULA—
Hydrogen fuel cells are among the most promising alternative energy sources available
today. The cells convert hydrogen and oxygen into water, producing electricity and heat in the
process. The cells could replace gas turbines in city power plants, gasoline engines in cars and
even batteries in laptop computers.
To learn more about hydrogen technology and its potential for Montana, attend a public
hydrogen forum from 6-9 p.m. Wednesday, April 2, at The University of Montana’s College
of Technology. The event will be held in Health and Business Building Room 01. Admission is
$2. The forum will include videos, an update on Montana’s plans for hydrogen energy and a
question-and-answer session.
R. Paul Williamson, dean of the COT, organized the forum as part of his vision to
make Montana the first hydrogen-economy state.
“This is a critical step for Montana as we try to catch up with the 20 or so states that
are ahead of us in hydrogen development,” he said. “We must get our whole state moving in
this direction if we are to have any chance to positively affect our economy and have any
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chance at attracting the recently announced [Department of Energy] $1 billion FutureGen
(coal-to-hydrogen) plant to M ontana.”
For more information, call the COT at 243-7852 or 243-7851.
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